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of that treachery; but I have been unable to do
so [20] until now, when I have cast myself into your
hands.”” However it may be as regards this one,
who seems more grateful than the others, there is no
doubt that the Hiroquois would have gloried in mas-
sacring us if they could. It is one of their strata-
gems of war, when they meet bands composed of
several nations, to call out aloud that they are at war
only with one of those nations, and therefore they
beg the others to remain inactive during the battle.
In a word, they act every sort of personage, in order
to deceive all classes of persons. Their might is
their right; their interest is their fidelity; and their
treachery, their politeness. Let us proceed.

On the twentieth of June, two canoes full of Hiro-
quois crossed the great River at midnight and landed
a little below three Rivers. Some of the boldest
approached stealthily and quietly, to see if they
could enter a place where a Frenchman lodged. The
latter awoke, and called out in a loud voice: * Who
goes there?’’ The Hiroquois were alarmed, and
withdrew. But, as they were at a distance [21] of
only about a gunshot from the fort, the sentry dis-
covered them, and, finding that they did not answer
his challenge, he notified the Corporal, who, suspect-
ing that they were Hiroquois, brought the voluntary
prisoner up to the bastion. He spoke in his own
language and was heard by his countrymen. ‘“Iam
alive,’’ he said to them. ‘‘ The French treat me like
a friend; there is nothing to fear.” On hearing
these words, they asked that a shallop be sent to
them. This was promptly done; nevertheless they
did not dare to approach it very closely; but the
chief of the band threw himself into the water to



